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Nyanza Agribusiness Conference 
Imperial Hotel, Kisumu, Kenya – 22nd May, 2008 

Introduction 

Following the February 2008 power sharing agreement that brought to an end the post election instability that 

resulted in massive losses of life and property, Nyanza is poised to become a prime investment destination with 
agriculture playing the lead role in the recovery.  The new political dispensation is ushering in a new sense of 

optimism and hope for an economic renaissance in Nyanza Province.   

The planned construction of the Kisumu International Airport, for instance, is expected to generate a surge in 

economic activity, and it will open up new opportunities for exploitation of Nyanza’s largely untapped natural 
resources.   The anticipated improvement in the region’s long neglected road and communications infrastructure is 

also expected to encourage new investments in virtually all sectors of the economy, and particularly, agriculture. 

Conference Objectives 

The Nyanza Agribusiness Conference will put the spotlight on Nyanza Province, and Kisumu in particularly, as one 
of the new frontiers for agribusiness investment.  Kisumu is Kenya’s third largest city, and it is the economic centre 
for western Kenya.   The City and surrounding areas offer enormous economic and investment potentials, which span 
from agriculture, agro-processing, dairy, aqua-culture and manufacturing. The 2008 Nyanza Agribusiness 
Conference will provide a unique platform for projecting practical pathways for elevating the region into a major hub 
for agricultural production, agro-processing and marketing.    

Conference Organizers 

Nyanza Agribusiness Conference is a joint initiative of Nyanza Economic Forum (NEF), Asset Capital Ltd. (ACL) and 
Millennium Farms Ltd. 

Nyanza Economic Forum 

Nyanza Economic Forum is a non-partisan network of individuals, groups and organizations established in January 
2008 to find strategic solutions to the social and economic challenges confronting Nyanza Province.  The Forum is 
dedicated to breaking down the barriers of social and economic development in Nyanza and to encouraging 
widespread and effective participation at all levels of society.   

Millennium Farms Ltd.  

Millennium Farms Ltd. is an agri-business development company dedicated to expanding the economic opportunities 
of Kenyan smallholder farmers through linkages to markets, information, knowledge, expertise, technology and 
financial services.    The company was established in 2007 through the initiative and support of Millennium Promise 
Alliance, a New York based non-profit organization founded in 2005 to support the achievement of the Millennium 
Development Goals (MDGs) with a long-term vision to end extreme poverty.  

Asset Capital Ltd. (ACL) 

ACL (www.aclkenya.com) is a professional services firm providing financial and management advisory services to 
small and medium scale businesses as well as to private and public sector institutions that support business 
development in East Africa. The company’s services include business turnaround, recovery and restructuring, 
business valuations, and financial brokering.  It also organizes local and regional conferences, seminars and training 
events related to small and medium enterprise development, where participants can exchange ideas and build upon 
their field experiences. 



 

 

12h30 -- 14h00                     Lunch (with Special Presentation on a Nyanza Success Story)  

10h30 -- 11h00                     Tea/Coffee Break 

 

 

 
Nyanza Agribusiness Conference 

22nd May 2008 

Preliminary Programme 

08h00-09h00 Registration, Tea/Coffee 

09h00-10h30 OPENING SESSION 

 Welcome & Introductions   

 • Mary Onyango, Chair, Nyanza Economic Forum 

 Official Welcome 

• Mr. Sam Okello, Mayor, Kisumu 

 Opening Remarks  

• Mr. Paul Olando, Nyanza Provincial Commissioner 
• Hon. William Ruto, Minister for Agriculture  

 Keynote Address 

 • H. E. Mr. Jacob Keidar, Ambassador of Israel 

11h00-12h30 SESSION II: The Enabling Environment 

Chair:  • Mr. Glenn Denning, Director, Millennium Development Goal Centre, Nairobi  

 Nyanza Agriculture at a Glance 

• Mr. Pete Ondeng, CEO, Millennium Farms Ltd. 

 Practical Strategies for an Agricultural Revolution in Nyanza 

• Dr. Akin Adesina, Vice President Alliance for a Green Revolution in Africa (AGRA),  

 Maximizing the Water Resources in Nyanza 

 • Dr. Rafi Goldman. Negev Institute for Strategies of Peace and Development (Israel) 

14h00-16h00 SESSION III: Making it Happen 

 Chair:  Mr. George O. Ooko. Managing Trustee. Coffee Development Fund 

 New Private-Public Partnerships for Agribusiness Development  

 • Mr. David Mureithi, Managing Director, Unilever Kenya 

 Commercial Opportunities for Nyanza Smallholder Farmers 

 • Mr. Fred Ogana, Country Director, Technoserve 

 Organizing Nyanza Farmers for Optimum Productivity 

 • Mr. Fredrick Odhiambo,  Commissioner for Cooperatives 

 Financing Options for Agribusiness Enterprises in Nyanza 

 • Mr. Tom Adlam,  Managing Director, African Agricultural Capital 

16h00-17h30 Plenary Discussion  

 17h30 --                     Cocktail/Reception 


